Creating the Future

Newsletter 34/2021
Dear Parents

17 November 2021
IMPORTANT TO NOTE!

Please join me in encouraging all our learners to do their utmost best as they prepare for
the tests and exams.
We are extremely proud of them as they embraced the challenges of the pandemic and
have come out stronger that they were before.

Term 4
11 October to 15 December

Term 1 2022 commences on
12 January for learners
Exams and Tests:
Grade 4 to 6:
19 to 29 November
Grade 7:
18 November to 1 December
Grade 1 to 3
Written Assessment Week:
15 to 19 November

Stay strong and be safe.

Mrs T. Suklal

CHRISTMAS CHEER
ANNUAL COLLECTION FOR GA’S
As we begin our preparations for the festive season, I would
like us to remember and appreciate the amazing work that
our general assistants do throughout the year. They ensure that we have facilities of which
we can be proud and gardens which we can enjoy. They assist with the setup of every event
that we have at the school and also do the clean up afterwards. Once again, we would like
to give each one of them a food voucher, to show appreciation from the children and
parents, so they can celebrate a bumper Christmas with their families. Please can we ask
that you give a generous donation for this worthy cause. The Karri app will be set up
tomorrow for online donations. We thank you in advance for your donation.

Help Kids Navigate Viral Social Media Stunts
Learn why kids participate in viral social media challenges and how you can help them
make responsible decisions. By Christine Elgersma
Fads are nothing new. We see a lot of people wearing, doing, or saying something, and we want to
try it, too. Today, fads on social media can take the form of viral stunts captured on video. And
since kids are sensitive to peer pressure and FOMO (fear of missing out), they’re often the first to
want to try them.
These stunts, also called “challenges,” range from harmless to horrifying. They can be silly
(the Mannequin Challenge), slightly risky (the Make Your Own Slime Challenge), destructive
(the Devious Licks Challenge), or even dangerous (the Choking Challenge). In most cases, kids
just watch them for entertainment on platforms like TikTok or YouTube. But sometimes, kids are
inspired to try them out and share their own videos of the results.
If you're looking for advice on talking to your kid about the latest social media challenge, check out
these tips and conversation starters:

1. Talk about it.
Though we can't always be with our older kids and teens to prevent dangerous behaviour, our
words can stay with them.
Ask: “Have you ever thought about doing an online challenge?” Listen for hesitation and let them
know it's OK for them to check in with you first before participating.

2. Get them to think it through.
Help your kid think through the challenge and decide if it’s safe or has potential risks. Stunts like

the Devious Licks or Slap a Teacher challenges are not only wrong, but may have serious legal
consequences when other people and property are harmed.
Ask: “What is this challenge asking you to do?” Encourage them to walk through each step and
figure out where things could go wrong.

3. Acknowledge peer pressure.
Kids might feel pushed into participating in viral trends for different reasons. Maybe it was a dare,
they want attention, or their friends are doing it.
Ask: "Why do you really want to do this? Is this a video of yourself that you really want out in the
world?" Talk to them about how their online videos can affect them in the future.

4. Stay (somewhat) up to date.
Ask your kid about what's happening in their lives -- even when it seems like they don't want you to.
Sometimes kids are more willing to talk about other kids than about themselves. Pose questions
about friends, school, and trends.
Ask: "Would you consider doing a viral stunt if someone asked you? Which ones would you do and
not do?" Keep an open mind and intervene if you're concerned about the latest craze.

5. Embrace the good ones.
Encourage your kid to find -- or maybe even start -- a positive online challenge. From feel-good
dance crazes to global awareness campaigns, social media trends can spread happiness and
motivate positive change.
Ask: “What kinds of challenges could do some good in the world or in our own community?” Help
your kids brainstorm fun and safe options that everyone can take part in.

6. Model responsible online habits.
Some parents and caregivers are the ones recording their kids as they try these challenges. Make
sure your involvement sends the message you intend.
Ask: “How can I help you with your idea?” Help your kids make the distinction between what is
realistic and what may be dangerous so they can stay safe.
To learn more about how kids are using social media, check out the Parents’ Ultimate Guide to
TikTok.
Ashley Canales contributed to this article.
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COVID Cases @ Bryandale
Please note that the following has been reported in the last 7 days:
Staff – 0 cases
Learners – 0 cases
As a precautionary measure, we encourage you to continue monitoring your child for symptoms of COVID-19. Should
he/she experience fever, cough, or shortness of breath, please seek medical advice. We also encourage you to take
symptoms of the flu and common cold seriously, as an illness of any kind can impact the immune system and increase
susceptibility to COVID-19.
If your child tests positive for COVID-19, please inform the Principal and class teacher immediately. Don’t forget to
send a copy of the test results as per departmental procedure.

Reminders
❖ The Foundation Phase (Grade 1 to 3) will commence with Written
Assessments from 15 November to 19 November.
❖ Catch up assessments will take place from 22 November.
❖ They will have normal school days and will be dismissed as per their
normal times at their respective gates.
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Grade 4 to 6 Exams will commence from 19 November to 29 November.
Grade 7 Exam will commence from 18 November to 1 December.
Grade 4 & 5 exam time per day will end at 10h00.
Grade 6 & 7 exam time per day will end at 10h30.
If parents wish to pick up their children (Grade 4 to 7 only) immediately
after the exams, they must adhere strictly to the times mentioned as
per above.
❖ If parents wish for their children to remain at school, they must email
the class teacher indicating so.
❖ Online revision work for the next day’s exam will be done via TEAMS
from 11h30 till 13h30.
❖ Learners who are at school will only be dismissed at 13h45.

From the Extra Mural Desk (nikki.davies@bryandale.co.za)
All extra murals for Term 4 end today. Thank you all for your support this term as we have started
playing sport again, it has been very exciting for us!
.

Cricket
Our girls played a match against Steyn City on Monday 15 November. We won convincingly by 10
wickets. Well done to Tyla-Jade Harpur on her batting performance and to Taylor Davies for taking
5 wickets.
Congratulations to our Under 9A cricket boys who finish he season unbeaten. This is very exciting
for cricket going forward at Bryandale. Well done boys!

Interhouse Sport
We are in the process of completing the Interhouse Tennis at the moment. Please keep an eye on
the D6 for match schedules. Matches will be played in the mornings before school.
Dates to be diarised at the moment for this are as follows:
Senior Tennis Champs (Gr 6 & 7)
Interhouse Cricket Group Games
Interhouse Cricket 3rd and 4th playoff
Buddy Gala
Interhouse Cricket Final

1, 2 and 3 December
6 December
7 December (pm)
7 December (am)
8 December
(after Valediction)

Times will be sent out closer to the time, we will be doing as much of this as we can during school
hours.

Adverts

