I Believe I Can…

4 September 2020

Message from the Principal

Dear Parents
The week heralded the start of spring and in
typical spring fashion, we were greeted with a
cold, blustery day.
The promise of spring and the start of new
beginnings is something that we are all
looking forward to in so many ways. Let us
keep reminding ourselves that it won’t always
be like this because storms never last forever
and they often leave a beautiful rainbow in
their wake. Better, brighter and promising
days are ahead!
The return of all our grades to school without
a hitch and Alert Level 2 of the lockdown has
indeed been very promising. We were
overjoyed and had an extra bounce in our
step with coming face to face with all our
learners.
We need to be mindful though that COVID 19 is still a part of our lives for a while to
come.
Let us not forget the injustice that this common enemy has caused.
Let us continue with the battle against the virus by practising our physical distancing,
wearing our masks in public all the time and ensuring that our hands are clean and
sanitised.
Wait. Be patient. The storm will pass. The spring will come!
Best Wishes
Mrs T. Suklal

Bidding Farewell
We will be bidding a sad farewell to two of our staff members at
the end of this month:
1. Mrs B. Button (Grade 4D) will be moving to the Western
Cape with her family.
2. Mrs V. Bruigom (Grade 5C) will be emigrating to the UK
with her family.
Replacement teachers have already been assigned and their
names will be announced in the next newsletter.
We would like to wish both Mrs Button and Mrs Bruigom all the
best in the next chapter of their lives. They will be dearly missed.

Congratulations to Ms Hattingh who will be
getting married on 5 September 2020.
Best wishes on this wonderful journey as you
and your husband-to-be build your new lives
together.

Plant Donations
Thank you kindly for the voluntary
donation of plants/shrubs as we
welcome Spring. We will still be
collecting plants/shrubs during the
course of next week as well. Your
contribution is highly appreciated.

NO BUFFS!!!
Please
remember
that learners are not
allowed to use a
facial buff. They
must wear a 2 or 3
ply mask only.

Traffic Congestion Tips
Keep to the designated times you have to
pick up your children.
Change the route you use to arrive at
school.
Be punctual.

Rainy Days Protocol

CAR JAMMING
Hotspots for car jamming includes
shopping centre parking lots,
petrol pump stations and school
drop offs/pick us.
Don’t let your guard down when
dropping off or picking up your
children at school. Please be
vigilant!
Drop off and go, avoid leaving your
car!

Morning Drop Off – learners will be dropped off at
their designated gate and will proceed using the same
route as per normal and go directly to their
classrooms. Screening and sanitisation will occur
before they enter their classrooms. Learners should
be equipped with umbrellas and/or rain jackets to
avoid getting wet on their way to their classrooms.
Afternoon Pick Up – learners will be dismissed one
grade at a time as per their exit points and times. The
lower grade sharing the exit point will be released
first.

If it is lightning - All learners will be kept in class until
the lightning moves away from the area. We will
communicate the release of learners via the D6
communicator. Grades will be dismissed as per above.
We ask for your patience and calm demeanour
on these days.

Never leave children in the car or
any valuables.

Assessments
As per GDE guidelines, all Bryandale full-time online learners must come
to school to write their assessments. Arrangements are made to
accommodate all co-morbidities. This is a non-negotiable.

Online teaching and learning at Bryandale is a
reality at this stage as a result of the pandemic.
We are extremely fortunate to have the
Microsoft platform to utilise as a teaching and
learning tool.
The work that is being set for all learners during
their online week is extremely important and the
learners will be tested on all aspects covered
during the online week as well.
Kindly ensure that your children are doing all
the online work that is set for them.

MESSAGES FROM THE GRADES
Dear Grade 1’s,
How exciting it has been to have you back at school! All the teachers have gone home exhausted at the end of each
day but seeing your enthusiasm and how hard you have been working at home has made it worthwhile.
Thank you to the parents that have been working very hard at home! We know it has not always been easy! The
teachers have done their best in trying to teach using new and innovative strategies, however you as parents have to
be commended for all the time you have put in to make sure your children were completing the work at home.
2020 has truly been a group effort between parents and teachers and our learners who have been motivated at home
will surely reap the rewards!
Good luck for the rest of the term!
We are so pleased to have you back.

Dear Grade Two learners
“You can find magic wherever you look. Sit back and relax, all you need is a book.” –
Dr Seuss

Dear Grade 5 Families,
We are so happy to have seen most of our learners over the last 2 weeks – our teacher hearts are very
content. We would like to encourage you all to take the work that you are doing in class and online very
seriously, it is important content for your upcoming assessments and tests. We are so proud of how you
have been social distancing and following covid rules, it is new, strange and intimidating but you are all
doing so well! Keep it up!
This week has been slightly challenging from a congestion (outside the KB) perspective but we, along with
Mrs Suklal and Mrs Osmond, are exploring alternative options and will keep everyone updated as we go.
Please can I encourage all parents/transport to let the children know exactly where you will pick them up
so they can be ready and waiting at the time of collection. Remember – NO adults are allowed on the
premises or to be wandering outside of their cars.
The Grade 5 teachers and Allen really appreciate your co-operation and understanding, we are trying our
best to get a system going that suits everyone.
Keep safe and well and know that we are longing for the day that everything can go back to normal.
Teaching without seeing smiles is just not quite the same but we vouch to make the most of it.
Sincerely,
Grade 5 Team.

It is time to melt those winter blues away as spring is upon us. The grade 7’s have now successfully completed 10 weeks
of onsite/online schooling with a very positive attitude towards teaching and learning. Test week 1 has now been
completed and would like to take this time to thank all parents for transporting learners timeously during the past week.
Learners will need to wear summer uniform form 14th September onwards. Test week 2 starts from 5-9 October I would
like to encourage all learners to embark on a structured revision program. The scope of the test’s will be sent home
during the next week, this will assist pupils in preparation for the upcoming tests. The Red group will attend onsite
learning form Monday (7/9/2020) and the blue group will remain online. The grade 7 learners deserve a relaxing
weekend ahead of them after spending many hours revising for the tests that have just been written.

Many Thanks
Mrs K Naidoo
Head of Grade 7
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