
                    22 March 2017 

Message From The Principal 
 

4 Steps to Teaching Kids to Care for their Belongings 

 

 

First-grader Jill lost her Math notebook early this week. Later, it was her new crayons she misplaced.  
Her wallet was next, and so on. When her teacher would ask about them, she’d seem unaffected, and no 
amount of reminders could prompt her to organize and care for her belongings, so she still ends up 
misplacing her things.   

While Jill’s situation is quite common, repeated instances may be rooted in the home. Here are 5 things 
parents can do to help their child take responsibility for their belongings: 

1. Help your child remember. 
 Some kids can be quite forgetful, and you could help them in the thought process. Ask your child, “When 
was the last time you used it?” “What did you do or where did you go after using it?” This will usually 
help her remember, and teach her what to do the next time it happens. 

2. Check yourself.  
If your child is the least affected about losing her things habitually, try to look within. Could it be because 
this is how the entire family regards material things? Often, this kind of behaviour is imbibed from the 
parents’ attitude. If so, then it’s time for a change of mindset. You as the parent must show a good 
example! 
 
As a school counsellor, I noted that at the end of each school year, a lot of the items in the lost-and-found 
section like jugs, lunchboxes, wallets, shirts, pencil cases, etc. would remain unclaimed, and I’m guessing 
that their parents simply replaced the lost items with new ones. This solution, however, elicits an 
undesirable behaviour. Children should be taught about not just the monetary value but the importance 
of being responsible for their things. 
 
 



3. Teach your child to be accountable. 
Jill’s mom packs her daughter’s schoolbag each night while the little one either plays or sleeps.  In the 
morning, everything would be laid out for her, and her schoolbag would be handed to her just before she 
enters the school gate. 

While parents have the best intentions of making things easier for their children, doing things for them is 
a lost opportunity to teach them how to be responsible. Train your child how to care for her own 
belongings by designating places at home for specific things – toys, shoes, art stuff, books, etc. Make her 
accountable for them, and let her know the consequences if she does not follow. Give periodic 
reminders, but resist the urge to do things for her if she fails to remember. Organizing belongings 
becomes the springboard for many life skills, such as being accountable, and independence. Having a 
checklist will also teach kids to be organized and may lessen the chances of him losing his things.   

4. Teach logical consequences. 
Instead of replacing lost items, teach your child the concept of logical consequence by allowing the child 
to experience that every action has a corresponding outcome related to the situation.  When they lose a 
toy or school supplies, let them be content with an old one. Replacement may be an option but let them 
pay for the item by deducting it from their savings or allowance. This is also a good opportunity to teach 
them about money.  

If your child misplaced a project, resist the urge to whip up a new one. The best way to handle it is by 
getting him another set of materials and staying up with him while he starts from scratch to meet the 
deadline. This allows insight for your child to understand that he is in charge of his belongings.  
Shielding your child from the consequences is but a short-term solution. What you really want is to help 
him develop independence and responsibility – important life skills he will need in life. 

http://www.smartparenting.com.ph/life/home/4-steps-to-teaching-kids-to-care-for-their-belongings 

PARENTS’ DAY – COLLECTION OF REPORTS 

Term 1 reports may 

be collected from the 

register teachers on 

30 March from after 

school until 14:30 and 

then again from 

17:00 – 18:30.  If you are unable to collect at 

these times, you may collect in the foyer of the 

hall on Friday, 31 March between 07:00 and 

07:20. 

When collecting reports, you will be given a brief 

report on your child’s performance.  Should you 

require a more in depth discussion, please 

indicate this to the teacher and make an 

appointment to see him/her privately where you 

will be afforded time for a more detailed report.  

No reports will be given to learners nor may they 

be collected early. 

SCHOOL PROCEDURES 

 Again, I would like to emphasize that you may 

not approach any other child on the school 

property to resolve a personal issue. 

 

 Remember, we are a values based school and 

would like to live our values.  We need to set 

the example for our children and, therefore, I 

ask that we show self – and mutual – respect 

towards each other at all times – be it on the 

sports field, in the carpark or at parent 

meetings or interviews. 

 



 Once again, I appeal to parents to follow 

the correct procedures for reporting 

incidents which happen at school.  No 

amount of discussion in the carpark or 

complaining on Facebook will achieve any 

action from the school.  Every incident 

reported through the correct channels is 

attended to and resolved to the best of 

our ability. 

NESTLÉ COMMUNITY INITIATIVE 

We are fortunate to have been the school 

selected by Nestlé to take part in their “Healthy 

Living community initiative.”  The Grade 6 

learners will take part in the programme during 

school on Thursday, 23 March.  The programme 

will demonstrate healthy eating habits and 

physical activities to ensure a healthy lifestyle. 

MONTROSE NIGHT SERIES 

What an exciting 7 weeks!  

Once again our sportsmen and 

women did us proud.  The U11 

netball team came in 2nd in 

their section, the U13 netball team came 4th and 

our cricket boys won 2 out of their 3 matches.  

Congratulations to all of you.  Thank you to our 

coaches who gave up their time to coach and to 

accompany the players to their matches – we 

really do appreciate it.  Thank you, too, to our 

loyal supporters – parents, staff and learners.  It is 

indeed a privilege to be part of such a winning 

team. 

 

 

 

INTERHOUSE GALA 

Start Time 10h00 

 Trials for U13 and U14 tomorrow during 

school 

 Trials for U11 and U12 on Friday during school 

 IM Trials after school on Friday 14h00-15h00 

 Trials for U10 on Monday during school. 

All children to bring costumes on their 

day of swimming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO DIARISE: 
23 MARCH - NESTLÉ HEALTHY LIVING – GR 6 
29 MARCH - INTERHOUSE GALA – SCHOOL CLOSES 13:00 
30 MARCH  - PARENTS’ DAY – COLLECT TERM 1 REPORTS 
31 MARCH - END OF TERM 1 – SCHOOL CLOSES 11:00 

 



ADVERTS 
 

 



 

 


