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The second form of communication commonly seen is a passive form. These parents mutter soft, cautious words and 

tones to their kids finding that they run riot and walk all over them. Unfortunately these parents are so passive that 

sometimes when they are pushed to their limits, they suddenly turn their communication into an aggressive tone. Lastly 

the third way that parents can communicate with their kids is in an assertive way. This is what I have found to be by 

far the most effective way to communicate with kids at all levels. An assertive way of communicating is firm, 

consistent, clear, positive, warm and confident. Communicating with kids in an assertive way is a real skill yet it shows 

your kids that mum and dad know what they’re going on about and to listen. 

 

 

 

The WAY we talk to our kids has a huge 

impact on their learning and ability to 

listen to us. We are constantly modeling 

to our kids how to act and behave and the 

way we talk to them fits right into this 

category. The way we speak to them and 

those around us is showing them how we 

want them to speak back to us. I have 

found that there are generally three 

different ways that parents communicate 

with their kids. The first one is in an 

aggressive way. These parents yell a lot, 

put their kids down and use attacking 

words. Their children respond in many 

different ways, mainly by playing up a lot 

more, feeling fearful, yelling back and 

ignoring their parents’ constant orders. 

 

http://www.childdevelopmentinfo.com/


 

Here are some top tips for improving the WAY we talk to our kids: 

1. Use your child’s name. it helps to get their attention before delivering your message. eg “George, please go 

and get……..”.  

 

2. Use positive language–There is no doubt that if we say “Don’t drop that glass” or “No running inside” your 

child has that image and thought imbedded in their mind and more times than not, they will drop the glass!  

Instead, try to word what you want them to do. E.g. “Only walking inside please.”  Kids will often cut off 

communication with those who use these words with them and begin to develop a poor self-concept. 

Positive and kind words give your child more confidence, makes them feel happier, helps them behave 

better, encourages them to try hard and achieve success. They learn to imitate you and deliver the same 

respect and praise to others. Examples of positive words are: “I like the way you remembered to pack up 

your toys”, “Thank you for helping me clean up this mess”, “You tried so hard to share your things with 

your sister, it made me feel really happy”. 

 

3. Connect with your child with eye contact. You may need to get down to their level or sit at the table with 

them. When you are chatting with your kids, this shows them also what they should do. Not only is it good 

manners, it helps you to listen to each other.  Say your child’s name until you get their eye contact, 

especially before giving them a direction. It is important that they give you their attention, and you should 

model the same behaviour for them. 

 

4. Use volume appropriately –don’t ever compete with a yelling child. When they have calmed down, then 

talk. If you use the volume of your voice appropriately for the majority of the time, raising your voice in an 

urgent situation should not be ignored. They will sit up and take notice because it doesn’t happen all of the 

time. Yelling orders or directions from another room may also fall on deaf ears after a while, for example 

yelling “Turn off the TV now please Chad” or “Hurry up and get dressed” from the kitchen gives the 

impression that you’re busy and not too serious. Walking into the room, joining in for a minute or two and 

waiting for the commercial break will go down with far more cooperation. You are modeling respectful 

behavior to start with and you have come to them with your direction, so they know you mean it! 

 

5. Keep it simple– Young kids have trouble following too many directions given at once.  Try to stagger your 

requests into small blocks.  Even though we want to improve our communication with our kids, be 

preceptive to their level of interest in the conversation. If they are getting the blank stare, call it quits.  

 

6. Keep away from nagging – Either writing things down or having a chart with incentives in place, eliminate 

lots of nagging. It is important to make sure you recognize and praise effort, and reward desired behaviour. 

Try to set a time where kids know what is expected. They thrive on routines. If they know what is expected 

and when you shouldn’t have to nag all of the time. 

 

7. Model and expect good manners– Good manners at home or anywhere shouldn’t be optional. If you model 

good manners to your children and everyone else, they will see that good manners is expected and displayed 

on a consistent level. Start teaching your children to say the basics like “please” and “thank you” before they 

can talk. Children deserve the common courtesy of manners that adults use with each other. They will often 

imitate the speech and behaviour of their parents and carers. Say “please”, “thank you” and “you’re 

welcome” to your kids as you would anyone else. 

Mrs M Taylor 

 



CIVVIES DAY AND CAKE AND CANDY 

Friday, 3 February, is Civvies 

Day.  For the privilege of 

wearing civvies to school, 

the learners are required to 

pay R10 to their register 

teacher.  The theme for this 

civvies day is “summer fun with a badge of 

kindness.”  Children can wear bright summer 

clothes and should make a badge, bearing a 

kindness quote, which they can pin on their shirt 

or wear around their neck.  In addition to this, the 

Grade 7’s will be hosting the first Cake and Candy 

of the year.  Each class is given an opportunity to 

go along to the tables and buy some goodies, so 

please send some cash with your child if you allow 

them to participate. 

LEARNER SAFETY 

Please parents, we appeal to you once again to 

collect your children after school or after any 

activity within half an 

hour.    When extreme 

weather conditions 

cause us to cancel extra-

murals, we ask that you 

try to make 

arrangements to collect your children as soon as 

possible.  It is very difficult to monitor and protect 

children under these extreme conditions. 

We ask, too, that you do not leave children 

unattended in cars outside the school or playing 

on school property. 

Let us work together to teach our children a sense 

of responsibility, by example, and keep them safe. 

STUDY SKILLS PROGRAMME – GRADE 4 -7 

A reminder that the Study Skills programme for 

Grade 5-7 learners will take place between 27 

February and 7 March – we are waiting for 

updated dates from our service providers.  This is 

not a repeat of last year’s programme, it is the 

next step in study skills.  We ask that that you 

send the R90 to the register teacher before the 

programmes begin. 

Grade 4 learners will have their programme on 23 

and 24 March. 

LOCKER RENTAL 

To rent a locker, please contact Mr B at the sports 

office.  The use of these 

lockers helps to alleviate the 

carrying of heavy suitcases 

and is also a safe place to 

store kit for extra-murals. 

 

DATES TO DIARISE: 
3 FEBRUARY   - CIVVIES DAY AND CAKE AND CANDY 
18 FEBRUARY    - BUDDY GALA 
27 FEBRUARY   - SGB BY-ELECTION – DETAILS TO FOLLOW 
27 FEBRUARY – 7 MARCH - STUDY SKILLS PROGRAMME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPORTS 

 

FIXTURES – 1 FEBRUARY 2017 

 

 

RESULTS – 1 FEBRUARY 2017 
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