
At this time of the year one is reminded of how blessed we are to experience winter on the Highveld. 
Though chilly in the early morning we generally have the most glorious days with bright blue sky and 
the most wonderful warmth from the sun. Bryandale is also blessed with the support we receive for our 

various fundraisers throughout the year. We would like to thank the following for their support:
 
1.The Grade 7‘s for the wonderful goodies supplied for their Cake and Candy, the children for their support dur-
ing this  event.
2.The Intersen Staff for the wonderful Maths week in April. The children were afforded the opportunity to look 
at mathematics in various practical ways, which they thoroughly enjoyed.
3.All those who supported the Easter Bunny raffle, as well as the following sponsors; 
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THANK YOU!

1 x Large Chocolate Easter Bunny:
Valued at R500
Pick ‘n Pay Douglasdale
 

3 x Easter Assortment Hampers:
Valued at R100 each
Sunrise Sweets
 

4 x Easter Bunny Homemade Suckers:
Valued at R10 each
Helga’s Homemade Sweets
 We encourage our parents to support our sponsors whenever possible.

4. To all those who gave so generously during the Grade 5 Community Project to collect books for those less 
fortunate than ourselves. These books have been donated to a school in Cosmo City. (Please see photographs of 
the handover at the end of the newsletter)
 
Exams: Exams for Grade 7 start on the 3rd of June 2014 and on 6th of June for Grade 4 to Grade 6. Exams end 
on Friday 13th of June for ALL grades. Herewith some tips to assist you and your child. We suggest you read the 
article with your child. The exam timetables were sent home on Fri 9th May and are available on the communica-
tor and the school website.

Study Tip #1
Understand your study topics in your own words: Your teacher can explain something to you, you can learn it 
from a text book, your friends can study with you, even your own notes can explain it to you but all these explana-
tions are of little use if, by the end, you can’t explain what you have learned to yourself. If you don’t understand a 
study concept that you need to explain in an exam to get top exam results, then you won’t be happy with your end 
exam result. To combat this, get into the habit of explaining whatever it is you are studying, in your own words, 
so you understand your study notes. The key to help improve your memory is to understand what you’ve learned 
when you are studying it. So don’t just memorise and tick off the list – make sure you understand your theory.

Study Tip #2
Don’t be afraid to ask study questions: Depending on what you’re studying, it may be quite difficult to get into a 
position to understand a concept, theory or other information you need to learn. This is where it is invaluable to 
ask questions of your teachers. Don’t be afraid of asking a ‘stupid’ question – there really is no such thing when it 
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comes to study and learning! Embrace your curiosity, for as William Arthur Ward said: “Curiosity is the wick in 
the candle of learning.” Doing so will allow you to fill in the blanks and better prepare you for exams.

Study Tip #3
Quiz yourself: Once you feel you understand a concept or a topic, it is important to test yourself on it. Try and 
replicate exam conditions as much as possible: turn your phone off, don’t talk, time yourself etc. You or a parent 
can set you a study quiz or practice exam questions and, so long as you approach it with the right mindset, you 
can get a very good idea of how much you know. It will give you some much needed exam preparation, making 
the actual exam a more comfortable experience.
 
Study Tip #4
Get Creative with online study tools: Don’t feel obliged to just sit in front of a book with a highlighter; there are 
many different ways to study. You should pick whatever works for you. Try using as many study tools and tech-
niques as possible to help you study better and find what works best for you. Perfect examples of such study tools 
would be online flashcards, mind maps, mnemonics, online study planners, video and audio resources. You need 
to be able to write your own study notes.
 
Study Tip #5
Set your study goals and create a flexible study plan: In order to achieve exam success you need to know what 
you want to achieve. That’s why it is extremely important to set your Study Goals now and outline to yourself 
what you need to do. With your study goals in mind and your end of year exams weeks and months away it makes 
sense to have a flexible study plan as opposed to a rigid one. The closer you get to your exams the more concrete 
your study plan should be, but at this point it should be flexible. It should be broad enough to allow you to add 
and change aspects but concise enough so you know you’re covering each subject/topic as best you can at this 
point.
Article adapted from: https://www.examtime.com/blog/achieve-your-study-goals-with-these-top-5-study-tips/

Social Media Presentation  PARENTS ONLY  26th June 19:00 – 20:00       
We have been fortunate to secure Emma Sadleir to address us. Ms Sadleir is a Social Media Expert who spent 
time working on the Oscar Pistorius trial. She comes highly recommended by Principals from other local schools. 
Ms Sadleir will address us on the following:
The legal, disciplinary and reputational consequences of social media use, covering:
* the social media landscape in South Africa;
* the legal considerations of using social media, including defamation, privacy, hate speech and intellectual 

property;
* sexting, cyberbullying and pornography offences;
* the disciplinary consequences of using social media (can you be expelled for what you say online?);
* personal reputation management on social media (can your online content compromise potential scholarships, 

admission to university and future employment?);
* online safety;  and
* Twitter disclaimers (“tweets are not endorsements”, “I tweet in my personal capacity” etc).
 
Social Media is here to stay and as parents and educators we need to give our children the correct skills to cope 
and be safe. The school will be paying Ms Sadleir for the presentation and it would be a real pity if the hall was 
not filled to capacity. Please diarise this date and join us for what will be an enlightening discussion on an issue 
that affects each and every one of us. 
 
During the same week the Grade 4 to Grade 7 learners will be taking time out of their Life Skills curriculum to 
be addressed by DARE, an NGO on Social Networking Safety. Issues such as cyber-bullying and stranger danger 
will be addressed. Both the talk by DARE and Emma Sadleir will provide both parents and children with valuable 
information and create a time for parent and child to engage on a very relevant but sometimes scary topic.  



her grade 5’s pupils and teachers. We then went to the library that is where I made a new friend. His name is 
Anathi, he liked my hair and he kept on touching my hair. We were divided in groups and took a tour around 
the school. The school doesn’t have any litter and their field was messed up because of heavy rains and floods. 
They had a vegetable garden and they grew mint, cabbage, spinach and few other things. In their tuck shop they 
had sweets which cost only 30c, how cheap is that? After the tour we went back to the library where we sat and 
talked with our new friends.
By Daivik Tulsee: 5C
 
I sat at the back sit and we played different games because the trip was long. At Cosmo City I meet a friend 
named Naomi and she is in grade 7. Anyway I was very excited to see the children faces when they got the 
books. They gave us a tour of their school and it was exciting and sad at the same time. The exciting part is 
that their school is much, much, much cleaner that ours. The sad part is that same windows were broken; their 
classes had 50-55 learners.  The most disturbing thing is that the grades 7’s are causing the damages.  They 
have a dam near the school how cool is that? It is closer to their playground and lots of children get hurt. There 
is a myth saying “there is a mermaid in the dam with magical powers”. The school is in a poor area and the 
learners are fed at school by the teachers. The learners were very clean and in their school uniform.  The one 
thing we are common with is the noise. The grade sevens were the loudest.
By Malaika Muleya: 5C
 

Stirling Road: Please could we once again request that all drivers follow the rules of the road when collecting 
and dropping off children at school. We have had a number of unprovoked road rage instances. Parents and driv-
ers of transport services are requested to park in the designated parking bays. The pedestrian crossing should be 
left unobstructed at all times. Drivers are requested to park on the school side of the road so that children do not 
cross the road on their own.
 
DATES TO DiARiSE:
29th May - Cake and Candy – Grade 6’s to supply eats
29th May - Civvies day (R10 to be paid by Wednesday 28th May)
13th June – All extra murals for term 2 finish
17th June – Gr 4 to Gr 7 Athletics trials during school (all learners to wear Active Ed uniform)
18th June – Gr 1 to Gr 3 Athletics trials during school (all learners to wear Active Ed uniform)
21st June  -  Bingo BPA ‘Fun’ Raiser
24th June – Hockey trials for girls (Grade 5-7 ONLY)
24th June – Cultural evening
25th June – Hockey trials for boys (Grade 5-7 ONLY)
26th June – Social Media Talk by Emma Sadleir 19:00 in the school hall (Not to be missed)
27th June – Hotdog day (Pre- orders only) Fun Run: compulsory for all children. School closes for the 2nd term

On the 15th of May 2014, 
10 pupils from grade 
5, Mrs Qacha and Ms 
Francey went to Cosmo 
City primary school 
to present the donated 
books. Fortunately, I was 
amongst those pupils. 
It was a long drive we 
all kept ourselves busy. 
When we arrive at 
Cosmo City we saw how 
cool the school was. We 
then went to the office 
to wait. The principal of 
the Cosmo City came to 
welcome us with few of 

MY ExPERiENcE AT cOSMO ciTY PRiMARY ScHOOl:



We were welcomed by 
the Principal and the 
learners. We had a nice 
tour around the school 
and I realised that their 
classes had many more 
children than us. The 
classes looked too small 
for all of those learners. 
We also saw the soccer 
field and the netball court. 
I enjoyed the talking to 
the boys because it made 
me realise that I can do 
so much to help. I want to 
continue collecting books 
for Cosmo City primary 
school so that I can go and make them happy.
By Christopher van Zyl: 5E
 
We got there and I made a friend.  Her name is Naomi. She was funny, sweet and kind.  She told us about a 
myth about a mermaid living in a dam behind the school which has magic powers. They gave us a tour of their 
school. We started with the grade R classes which were very cute. Then we walked past other classrooms and 
they were very quiet. When we were at grade 1 classes they were loud and the teachers we shouting at them. 
We then went on with our tour and the grade sevens were also loud. After our tour we went back to the library 
and talked with the girls. When it was time to leave we all went to the front and took photo then said our good-
byes.
By Ashley Critchfield: 5E
 
When we went to Cosmo City we were telling scary stories to each other. When we got there we got out of the 
combi and went inside and waited at the office. Few children from the school came to welcome us and to help 
with carrying of the books we brought. The children from Cosmo City took us around the school and it was fun. 
We visited the grade R’s and they were very excited to see us. We saw one class keep their sweets in the middle 
of the class in a circle and share them with everyone in class.  All the grades had a block where their classrooms 
were and their playing side. Their sports field was not as big as ours. They didn’t have a hall but a big circle 
in the middle of the school where they had assembly and concert stage and steps going down where they sit.  
After they had showed us around all the girls sat in a circle talking while boys walked around talking. When we 
left Cosmo City I felt so lucky to be in a school like ours and I saw how lucky everyone in Bryandale primary 
school is.
By Laycken Ebels: 5D
 
We left Bryandale on the school bus feeling quiet excited but a little nervous too. To pass the time, we played 
“jelly beans” and told each other scary stories. We arrived at Cosmo City Primary School and the first thing that 
I really noticed was how clean the school was. We got off the bus and we were taken to their Library where we 
handed the books over. They we so thankful! We were then shown around the school. Their school is actually 
really big. Everyone was so friendly and I even made 2 friends while I was there. I feel very proud to have been 
part of the charity Book Drive and to have been there to see the school receive them with such excitement.
I think it is a great experience to see how the underprivileged are benefitting from new schools and I would love 
to continue to help them.
 By Taine Richardson: 5A


