
A warm welcome to the third term of 2013, trusting that all learners and their 
parents had a good rest and enjoyed lying in that little bit longer on those 
cold winter mornings. A special welcome is extended to the new families 
who have joined Bryandale this term. We trust that your association with Br-

yandale will be a long and happy one. We welcome a number of new staff this term: Mrs 
M. Taylor takes up her position as Deputy Principal – Curriculum. Mrs Taylor brings 
vast experience with her and we look forward to what she will add to the Bryandale 
family. Mrs Taylor will teaching Grade 5 Mathematics until the end of 2013. We also 
welcome Mrs Burger (Grade 1) and Mrs McKellar-Basset (Grade 3). We look forward 
to working alongside you and wish you both well in your respective posts. Mrs Kleine 
has been booked off on sick leave for the third term. We are delighted to welcome Ms T 
v d Schyff, a past pupil, who will fill Mrs Kleine’s post for the term. We are thrilled that 
you have returned to Bryandale as a teacher and look forward to what you will bring to 
the school. Mrs Pearson has been booked off school due to surgery. Thank you to Mrs 
Kennard for stepping in to assist us during the next four weeks.
 
The final of the Maths Whizz will take place on Friday 26th July and we thank you in advance for your assistance with this 
Fundraiser. The excitement among the learners is tangible and we know that with continued practice of the mental math-
ematics our learners will improve their skills. We are most grateful to the BPA and their team of parents who are assisting 
with all the administrative matters involved with a fundraiser of this nature.  Elimination rounds will take place from 31st 
July to determine an overall winner per grade. 
 
Congratulations to Ms Schubach and Mr du Plooy who got engaged to their respective partners in the holidays. We wish 
you every happiness as you embark on this new phase in your lives. Our thoughts and prayers are with Mrs Pearson and Mrs 
Karshagen who both lost family members in the last week. We pray that you will find comfort during this very sad time. Our 
condolences go to Allen and Mary Sirwali (our security guard) on the loss of their 8 week old daughter. Please could you 
uphold the Sirwali’s in your prayers during this very difficult time. 
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As you are aware term 3 is time for the Annual National Assessments (ANAS). The Maths Whizz will form part of the 
ANA preparation for this year. The Annual National Assessments are important assessments written by all learners from 
Grade 1 to Grade 6 across the country. These are important benchmark assessments and we request that you encourage your 
child to prepare for these as if they were preparing for their school exams. The ANAS will be written the week ending 13th 
September.
 
We have about eight weeks left of compulsory winter uniform. Please ensure that your child wears their correct full winter 
uniform. Active Ed uniform may not be worn with the full school uniform. It is of concern that learner’s continually arrive 
for Activd Ed lessons inappropriately dressed. If your child does not have the full Active Ed uniform, takkies included, they 
are to wear the formal uniform and change for their Active Ed period. As a school striving for excellence we expect learners 
to arrive appropriately dressed everyday.
 
I was privileged to attend the Biannual International Confederation of Principals Conference in Australia during the school 
holidays. I wish to thank the SGB for allowing me to attend such a conference to hear about the trends in education across 
the world. Over time ideas garnered at the Conference will be discussed with the SMT and staff to see how we can use the 
ideas to make our school even better. 
 
While the learners and teaching staff were on holiday Mr Ruiter and the ground staff were hard at work making improve-
ments and carrying out maintenance on the school. The tuck shop has been given a major face lift with a complete gutting of 
the facility and the installation of new gas stoves and preparation areas. As a number of fittings were delivered late the tuck 

shop will only be fully operational in about three weeks. 
The memorial garden next to the hall is looking beautiful 
and is almost complete. This area is a truly tranquil part of 
the school. Many parts of the school were given a new coat 
of paint which has given the school a beautiful look. The 
upgrade of the bathrooms is now complete and the learn-
ers have access to some of the best bathrooms at a public 
school. Our wish now is that all learners will use these fa-
cilities in the appropriate manner. Please discuss appropriate 
bathroom etiquette with your child to assist us. The teacher’s 
work room has been completed. This facility is an all – in 
– one area allowing the staff to access resources, the inter-
net, printing and meeting facilities. We are most grateful to 

Mr Fokkens for the donation of computer work stations and chairs for this facility. This donation has certainly added a dif-
ferent dimension to the work room. A BIG THANK YOU must go to Mr Ruiter and his team of dedicated workers for their 
hard work and dedication to Bryandale. They certainly have made a difference to our school. Thank you to all who regularly 
pay their school fees. Without your regular payments we would not be able to carry out the much needed renovations and 
maintenance required. We are busy receiving quotes for the final stage of developing the Media Centre.  More information 
will follow in later newsletters.
 
The Bryandale Learning Centre has relocated to the flat in front of the swimming pool. The renovations were completed by 
our ground staff and look fabulous. All the therapists are now located in this facility and are really excited to be located in 
this newly renovated facility. The therapists will operate in the same manner as they previously did.
 

DATES TO DIARISE

Thurs 25th July - Cycle test 1 (Grade 4-7)
Fri 26th July  -  Maths Whizz Final
Sat 27th July - Compulsory annual Inter-House 
  athletics (08:30 for 09:00). The BPA  

 will be selling food & drink so please  
 support them in their fundraising ef-
forts.

Wed 31st July – Cycle test 2 (Grade 4-7)
Fri 2nd Sep -  Gr 3 Cake & Candy & Civvies Day

The teachers reference area.



A friendly request again; when parking and driving around the school, please make use of the dedicated parking bays and 
use the Drop-Off Zone as it was intended. Last term we had a number of unpleasant incidences between parents. Most of 
these incidences could be avoided if we all show a little bit of patience during peak hours. Please would parents who make 
use of school transport services for their children, ensure that the drivers are correctly licensed and that their vehicles are 
roadworthy. Please also discuss with the drivers where they collect their passengers. It is often the drivers of these transport 
services who stop over the pedestrian crossing or collect their passengers on the wrong side of the road. For us to alleviate 
the traffic problems around the school it is important we tackle the problem together. 

Where it all began – part 2
 
1985: Enrolment – 823 pupils; 33 teaching posts, 4 administrative posts. Highland won the Inter-House swimming gala. 
Rezoning of the school discussed with School Board. Principal’s meeting with Mayor of Sandton to discuss the Theme for 
1985. The Inter-Schools TV Quiz 1st round won by Bryandale. Bryandale finished 3rd in the overall standings. The Bry-
andale Carnival raised R30 000.00 in August. Bryandale won the Inter-Schools colouring in competition organized by the 
Sandton Traffic Department. School closes with an enrolment of 822.
 
1986: 810 pupils. 33 teaching posts, 1 immigrant post, 4 administrative posts.  Mrs Griebenow appointed to HOD Founda-
tion Phase. Standard 5 pupils attend veld school: Girls to Barbeton and Boys to Pilgrims Rest. First site meeting for upgrad-
ing the Media Centre. School closes with an enrolment of 799.
1987: 808 pupils with existing staff posts. 1st Study Methods course offered to standard 5 pupils. TED pays the school a 
visit to discuss the organization of the upgraded Media Centre. Standard 5 fundraising initiative – 24 hour famine. Acting 
Principal, Mr Hendry, of the new Fourways High addressed parents of Standard 5 pupils. The newly upgraded Media Centre 
was opened on 20th November. School closes with an enrolment of 797.
 
1988: 837 pupils with existing staff posts. A fifth grade one class was instituted due to the increase in numbers. Head Office 
advised that the four term system will be reinstituted in 1989. 16th Annual Inter-house swimming gala won by Highland. 
Annual Inter-school athletics meeting held at Wendywood: 1st Rivonia, 2nd Bryandale, 3rd Montrose. PTA Barn Dance 
held at Ferndale Community Centre. Standard Five held a “Tidy Day” Parents were asked to weed the field, 200 parents 
assisted on the day. School closes with an enrolment of 823.
 
1989: 872 pupils with existing staff posts. Annual Inter-house gala won by Highland. 1984 Standard 5 pupils hold a reunion. 
Mr Anderson sadly had to report the death of Mr Kenny Irving to parents, pupils and staff as a result of an accident in the 
April school holidays. Mr Irving was an HOD and had been a member of staff since 1980. The musical “David” produced 
by Mr Tyler. Mr and Mrs J Irving special guests at Inter-house athletics to hand out trophy dedicated to the memory of 
Kenny Irving. PTA Golf Day held at Killarney club. Junior Primary Christmas Carol evening held in school hall. Fourways 
High hold their Inter-house gala at Bryandale swimming pool. School closes with an enrolment of 867.
 
1990: 877 pupils with existing staff posts. Official opening of Bryanston High’s media centre by Director Education. Bryan-
dale staff in attendance. Mr de Beer accompanies U11 soccer teams for a tour of  Newcastle. Meeting with the Town Council 
to discuss state of pavements around the school. Annual camp out held on main playing field. 110 families participate. Mrs 
C. Kennard joins the staff. The Mayor of Sandton plants one of 25 trees on Arbor Day. School closes with an enrolment of 
871.
 
1991: 887 pupils with 35 teaching posts. 3 administrative and 6 ground staff. Mrs Longmore joins the staff. Drakensberg 
Boys’ Choir performs in the school hall. Mr Anderson appointed as group leader for newly appointed principal’s sympo-
sium. Bryandale staff enter the First National Bank relay. Voting on change to a Model C school. School closes with an 
enrolment of 892 pupils.
 
1992: 949 pupils with 37 teaching posts, 3 administrative and 6 ground staff. Various meetings held at Head Office to dis-
cuss restructuring of schools and offer of early retirement of staff.  Inter – house gala: 1st Highland, 2nd Grosvenor, 3rd 
Stirling, 4th Stirling. First School Governing Body elected. The Mayor of Sandton addressed the pupils during assembly. 
Mr J Reucassel (deputy principal) retires. A ‘Dallas’ day organized by the Mothers’ Group. School Board inspects building 
before handing over to SGB. Annual Inter-house athletics won by Stirling. 112 trees and shrubs planted on Arbor Day. The 
production of ‘The Pied Piper’ and ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ performed at Bryandale. Mr D Anderson retires after 19 years 
as headmaster of Bryandale Primary School.
 



My Cyberwall – Effective Online 
Learning Resource

For more information, please visit
www.mycyberwall.co.za

My Cyberwall (www.mycyberwall.co.za) is an 
educational website, aligned with CAPS, for learners 
in Grades 4, 5 and 6.

My Cyberwall is a very affordable resource with 
measurable outcomes.

An annual subscription can be purchased for R399
(24 hour use on one home computer).

For families with two or more children, the annual 
subscription fee is R599 (24-hour use on more than 
one home computer). 

1993: 938 pupils. Mr W Wessels assumes the post of Headmaster. 34 teaching posts, 1 immigrant post, 2 SGB posts and 1 
part-time music teacher post. Mr Anderson’s farewell assembly held at the end of January.  The Media Centre renamed: The 
David Anderson Media Centre, in recognition of his service to Bryandale Primary. “Mrs B” joins the staff. Night Gala at 
Bryanston High which is attended by Bryanston and Bryneven Primary. Bryandale won the gala. Academic badges awarded 
to Standard 4 and 5 pupils for the first time. First Term planner issued to parents. New storerooms built under the stair cases 
taken into use. Constitution for Bryandale drawn up by SGB and parents and presented and adopted at a General Parent’s 
meeting.  First tour of Standard 5 pupils to Fourways High. R6 000,00 raised at the annual Tickey Morning. First Music 
Evening and Inter-house plays held in the school hall. 21st  Birthday celebrations include a Fun day culminating in a Barn 
Dance. School closes with an enrolment of 945. 
 
1994: 952 pupils. The “Create History” – Buy a paving stone project is introduced for pupils, parents and past pupils. These 
stones were used to pave the bare walkways around the school. R10 000.00 won from a Simba Space Buddies competition. 
Money used to upgrade the tuck shop. Lockers are installed in the Senior block. Four new House Banners are unveiled 
for use at the Inter-house gala. Parents give the SGB a mandate to investigate the viability of Pre-Primary on the adjacent 
property. Bicycle shelters moved to various areas of the school to create shaded areas for pupils. Hand tennis courts painted 
on Gr 3 playground. South Africa’s democratic elections are held and an extended 5 day weekend is given to staff and pu-
pils. The musical ‘Jonah’ is performed in the hall. The adjacent property has been purchased and parents vote in favour of 
establishing Bryandale Pre-Primary. Mrs Sharon vd Schyff appointed as the first principal. The introduction of the Merit 
and Demerit system with accompanying detentions introduced for the first time. Recycling project introduced. The school 
decides to embark on an ambitious project of refurbishing the ‘Cumberland Dam’ on Cottesmore Road. The building and 
refurbishment of the Pre-Primary school next door nears completion.

Sonrise Holiday Camp
Come have a blast on Sonrise Camp these school 
holidays. Make friends and keep busy with awesome 
activities. For more info contact info@africaablaze.
co.za or call 0834553720 / 0795169161


